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This letter was sent to Coach John-
son and the football staff following
the 2074 season. The writer of this
letter is Stewart Van Duzer, the fa-
ther of Will Van Duzer (senior de-
fensive linemen). He has offered
to be available to any families of
prospective student-athletes to of-
fer his insight and perspective into
Bethel University and the football
program.

Coach “J,”

| have been thinking about this
letter to you for quite some time.
While my thoughts (and the empty
feeling in my stomach from the fi-
nality of the season being over) are
still fresh, | wanted to get it done.
Though | am sure | will never be
able to adequately relay my feel-
ings, | wanted to give it a try.

About four years ago my son, Will,
was trying to choose the school he
would attend to play football. | was
very involved with him through the
process and took him to the various
schools for his visits. | too wanted
to “interview” the coach(es). We in-
tentionally saved Bethel for last in
the process. Coach Miller had spent
quite a bit of time speaking with
Will, but that was early in the pro-
cess. As with many of your players,
Will had been offered a DIl scholar-
ship of $20,000 per year. Sounded
really good to me, but we still had
a visit with you to do and an over-
night stay on campus for Will.

| vividly recall our meeting with you.
After about 10 minutes of talking
with you, Will turned and said “Dad,
this is where | am going.” BOOM,
just like that! Of course | was say-
ing “wait a minute son, what about
that $20,000 scholarship?” It didn’t
matter, his mind was made up. After
a night on campus with players, his
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mind was further made up. And with
the decision my checkbook was for-
ever significantly lighter.

But also, and most importantly,
Will’s life has been forever impact-
ed by that decision, that day, in
your office.

You know this, but | want to say it
to you! The program you have built
at Bethel is AWESOME! | wish there
was a way | could shout it out to ev-
ery high school student-athlete and
family that they need to experience
what my son, our family, and friends
experienced the last four years. Your
program is one of a kind, no doubt.

My son was already a believer when
he started at Bethel, but through
four years of your program and the
work of you and your coaching staff,
he matured not only as a player, but
most importantly as a man. The les-
sons you teach and drive home while
working with these young men are
truly impactful. | have seen it over
the last four years. The relationships
he has built with other members of
the team are remarkable. The life les-
sons he has gained while playing for
you will forever impact his life. | have
no doubt in my mind that he will be
a better man, husband, father, and
coach because of the time he spent
in your program.

This is truly “legacy stuff” that you
and your staff are doing at Bethel.
These young men will take what they
have learned and experienced and
repeat in their relationships. In Will’s
case, he has a passion to coach. The
good news is that | am confident he
will try to impact his players in the
positive way that he was impacted
at Bethel. He will certainly love his
players the way he saw that done
while in your program.
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| know you know this, although the
victories and records are great, the
really big stuff is what is going on in
the hearts and minds of those play-
ers, and ultimately what they will do
with those lessons over their lifetime.
Those lessons will have an impact on
families and society as a whole. THAT
is really cool stuff!

Steve, if | can ever do anything to
help you or your program, just know
that | am available. If | can ever talk
to another family about the program
and the benefits of attending Bethel,
| would be very happy to do that.

| am going to miss watching my kid
play ball. | still don’t know how | will
get used to not having that be a part
of my life. | am also going to miss be-
ing as close to your program as | have
been the last four years as a result of
Will not playing anymore. | will keep
your program in my prayers as you
continue to impact and change lives
in the future.

Thanks again for all you have done!
As | said earlier, | know | have not ad-
equately relayed my feelings here,
but just know how much you mean
to me.

God Bless you always and
abundantly!

Your Brother in Christ,

Stewart Van Duzer
507.676.2324

.GOM

FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.COM/BETHELROYALS ¢« TWITTER: @BETHELROYALSFB ¢ INSTAGRAM: @BETHELROYALS




